
 

Class: IX        Subject: History 

Week- 6 (11May- 16May) 

Name of Textbook: India and the Contemporary World- I 

Chapter: 1 The French Revolution (Revision) 

Day 1 

Step 1 Students will read the following topic from textbook Chapter 1 The French 
Revolution (Page 3-9) 
 

 Destruction of Bastille 
 French Society During the Late Eighteenth Century 
 The Struggle to Survive 
 A Growing Middle Class Envisages an End to Privileges 

 
Step II Students will learn the same topic in the Extramarks App – detailed learning- 

understanding concept. 
Step III Clear your doubts (if any) with your subject teacher (Please check name and ph. 

number from school website) 
Step IV Revise the topics with the help of the following bullet points: 

 
 On 14 July 1789, Bastille-the fortress-prison in Paris was destroyed by 

people. 
 Bastille was hated as the symbol of despotic power of the French king. 

 
1. French Society during the Late Eighteenth century 

 
Economic Condition: 
 Louis XVI of Bourbon dynasty who became French monarch in 1774 faced 

an empty treasury. The causes were- 
 

 Prolonged wars in Europe. 
 Help to thirteen American colonies in their war of independence against 

England. 
 Expenses of extravagant court. 
 Increased expense on war loan interest. 

     
  Political System: 

 



 The French kings were Autocratic and believed in divine right of 
kingship. 
 

Social Organisation: 
 Society  was organized into three Estates- 

 

                      
 

 Old Regime: The society and institutions of France before 1789. 
 90% of population made up of peasants while 60% and owned by nobles, 

clergy and other richer member of the third estate. 
 Taxes to be paid only by the third estate.  
 Clergy & nobility enjoyed privileges such as exemption from paying taxes 

and the right to collect taxes from the peasants. 
 Peasants to pay feudal dues & render service to the nobles, to pay taxes 

called tithes to the clergy & taille to the state. 
 

1.1 The Struggle to Survive: 
 Subsistence crisis refer to a serious economic situation when the basic 

means of livelihood are in danger. It occurred frequently in France during 
the Old Regime due to the following factors.  

 Increase of population led to rapid increase in the demand for food grains. 
 Increase of price of bread as production of grain could not keep pace with 

the demand. 
 Gap between rich & poor increased as wages were low. 
 Worse situation when drought or hail reduced production. 

 
1.2 A Growing Middle Class: 
 In the eighteenth century there was the emergence of a new middle class 

who earned wealth through world trade & manufacture of goods. 
 Middle class included merchants, manufactures, educated lawyers & 

administrative officials. 



 They believed in social position based on merit, not by birth, ideas of 
freedom & equality.  
 

Philosophers: 
 John Locke: Wrote Two Treatises of Government & opposed the theory of 

divine & absolute right of the monarch. 
 Jean Jacques Rousseau: Proposed a government based on social contract 

between people & their representatives. 
 Montesquieu: Wrote Spirit of the Laws & proposed a division of power 

between the legislative, executive & the judiciary which was inspired by the 
American War of Independence & its principle of individual rights. 

 Ideas of philosophers spread through discussion in salons, coffee houses, 
through books & newspapers. 

 
Step V  Students to attempt the following quiz below: 

 
1. To which dynasty Louis XVI belonged? 
2. Mention one privilege enjoyed by the Nobility. 
3. What did the term Old Regime denote?   
4. Differentiate between tithe & taille. 
5. What is referred by subsistence crisis? 
6. On which date Bastille was demolished? 
7. Who wrote the book Two Treatises of Government? 
8. Which French philosopher proposed the idea of social contract? 
9. By whom was the book The Spirit of the Laws written?    
10. What step did Louis XVI plan to meet the growing financial expenses?  
 

Activity: To be done in class note book: 
1. Draw the political symbols used in revolutionary France. 

 
End of Day I 

Day 2 

Step I  Read the following topic from textbook Chapter 1 The French Revolution (Page 
10-15) 

2. The Outbreak of the Revolution 
a.  France Becomes a Constitutional Monarchy 
b.  France abolishes Monarchy and Becomes a Republic 

 
Step II Learn the same topic in the Extramarks App – detailed learning- understanding 

concept 
Step III Clear your doubts (if any) with your subject teacher (Please check name and ph. 

number from school website) 
Step IV  

Revise the topics with the help of the following bullet points: 



 
2. The Outbreak of the Revolution 

 
 Proposal by Louis XVI to increase taxes. 
 Call for the meeting of Estates General to pass proposal for increase of 

taxes on 5th May, 1789. 
 300 representatives each was sent by the first estate & the second estates 

respectively while 3rd estates sent 600 representatives.  
 According to voting system each estate had one vote. 
 Third estate represented by educated middle class demanded for voting on 

individual basis but the proposal was rejected by the king.  
 Declaration of a National Assembly by the representatives of the third 

estate. 
 

 Leaders of the National Assembly: 
Mirabeau: Though born in a noble family was against privileges. He 
brought out a journal & delivered powerful speeches.                  
Abbe Sieyes: Originally a priest wrote the pamphlet “What is the Third 

Estate”? 
 Subsistence crisis in France while national assembly was busy drafting a 

constitution. 
 Destruction of Bastille by an agitated mob. 
 National Assembly was recognized & a constitution was accepted by 

Louis XVI. 
 New Laws Passed by the National Assembly: 

 Feudal system of obligations & taxes was abolished. 
 Clergy to give up privileges. 
 Tithes were abolished and lands owned by the Church were 

confiscated. 
 

2.1 France Becomes a Constitutional Monarchy (1791) 
 The main object of the constitution was to limit the power of the monarch. 
 Power was divided between legislature, executive & judiciary.   
 Power to make laws was given to the National Assembly which was 

indirectly elected.   
 People were divided into Active & Passive citizens.   
 Active citizens were men above 25 years of age & who paid highest 

amount of taxes & who were granted right to vote. 
 Remaining men & all women were passive citizens without right to vote. 
 Active citizens (about 4 million) elected 50,000 electors who in turn 

elected 745 members of National Assembly.   
 

 Declaration of the Rights of Man & Citizens. 
 Right to life, freedom of speech & opinion, equality before law were 

established as ‘natural & inalienable rights’.  



 
3. France Abolishes Monarchy and Becomes a Republic: 
 Secret negotiation by Louis XVI with King of Prussia.  
 Neighboring countries were worried by the happenings in France.  
 National Assembly declared war against Austria and Prussia.  
 Composition of Marseilles- the national anthem of France by Roget de 

I’sle.  
 Economic difficulties to people due to war.  
 People were convinced that the revolution to be continued as political 

rights was given only to the rich.  
 Political clubs became resort to discuss government policies and plan 

action.  
 Jacobin became the most successful political club under the leadership of 

Maximilian Robespierre.   
 The members of the Jacobin club belonged to the less wealthy section.  
 Planning of an insurrection by the people of Paris who were angered by 

shortage and high prices of food.  
 Storming of the palace of Tuileries on August 10, 1792.  
 New election based on universal adult male suffrage.  
 National Assembly renamed as Convention.  
 Monarchy was abolished and France was declared a Republic where 

people elect government and its head.  
 Louis XVI was charged with treason and executed publicly followed by 

Marie Antoinette. 
Step V Answer the following questions briefly: 

 
1. Why was a meeting of the Estates General called by Louis XVI on 5 May 

1789?                                                                                              1 
2. Who led the National Assembly?                                                       1 
3. Mention two laws passed on 4 August 1789 by the National Assembly.   1 
4. What was the main objective of the French constitution of 1791?        1 
5. Who were the Active Citizens?                                                         1 
6. Mention any two rights established by the Declaration of the Rights of 

Man & Citizen as “natural & inalienable rights”.                                1 
7. What did the Red Phrygian cap symbolize?                                       1 
8. Why did the National Assembly declare war against Austria and Prussia in 

April 1792?                                                                                 1 
9. “Political clubs became an important rallying point in revolutionary 

France.” Suggest a reason.                                                               1 
10. State any two impact of the Jacobin uprising in 1792.                        1 

 
Activity: To be done in class note book. 

3. Prepare a mind map on the political system under the French Constitution 
of 1791. 

End of Day 2 



Day 3 
Step I Revise the topics/bullet points for 10 minutes. 

Step II Students to write the following Revision Test. 
 
Time: 30 minutes                                                       MM: 15 
 

1. Who was the author of the book The Spirit of the Laws?                    1 
2. How far was the organization of the French society responsible for the 

outbreak of the Revolution in 1789? Give three points.                       3 
3. Analyse the contribution of the philosophers in the French revolution.   3 
4. Describe the new political system introduced by the French constitution 

of 1793.                                                                                          3 
5. Describe the circumstances leading to the abolition of monarchy and the 

establishment of a Republic in France.                                              5 
 

End of Day 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


